
Paper Plate Clock  
 

You can teach kids to tell time with this paper plate clock craft tutorial. Most 

children can easily understand time with digital clocks, but face a bit of a 

challenge learning to recognize time on an analog clock. Although digital 

clocks are quite popular these days, analog clocks aren't going away any 

time soon, and reading them is a skill a child will have to master. Help your 

kids stay ahead of the curve with this easy paper clock craft project, which is 

great to do at home or in the classroom.  

Before you can even start working with a paper clock, your children must 

understand three essential skills: 

o They must be able to count from one to 60. 

o They must be able to count by fives. 

o They must have a general understanding of time. For instance, 

they should know the difference between morning, noon, and 

night. 

After your child has mastered the basic counting principles, they are ready to 

start learning how to tell time on a paper clock. 

To get started, gather the following supplies: 

o Paper plate (can be colored or white) 

o Craft paint 

o Paintbrush 

o Crayons, markers, or pens 

o Cardstock 

o Number stickers (1 to 12) 

o Paper brad 

o Glue stick 

o Age-appropriate scissors 

o Optional: glitter or stickers to decorate the clock 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.thesprucecrafts.com/how-to-make-your-own-custom-clock-4628171
https://www.thesprucecrafts.com/crafts-for-elementary-school-kids-1254243
https://www.thesprucecrafts.com/an-introduction-to-art-paint-brushes-4086375
https://www.thesprucecrafts.com/what-adhesive-to-use-when-cardmaking-2904893


Step 1  
If you are using a plain white paper plate, you may paint it a color of your 

choice, or you can keep it white. Your kids might have fun decorating the 

paper plates in colors that they love. 

Place the numbers around the clock face. Start with 12, 3, 6 and 9 to help 

keep the spaces even.  

If you are making this with young children, it might be a good idea to write 

the numbers in pencil first. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 2  
Make and Attach the Paper Plate Clock Hands.  

Draw two rectangles on a sheet of card stock. One rectangle should be long 

for the minute hand and the other rectangle should be shorter for the hour 

hand. Cut the rectangles out with scissors. 

Cut a point on one short edge of each rectangle with scissors and attach to 

the centre of your clock face.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Step 3 

Teach Your Child the Difference Between the Clock Hands use a marker to 

write minute on the long hand and hour on the shorter hand. 

 

 

 

 

Step 4  

Technically, the clock is finished at this point. We crafters, however, always 

have to take it a step further and put our creative mark on things! You can 

embellish the paper plate clock with paper flowers, buttons, washi tape, or 

whatever you feel like to give it some fun and pizzazz. Use your imagination to 

make the paper clock special while having fun with your child 

 

https://www.thesprucecrafts.com/craft-with-washi-tape-1249427

